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EDITORIAL LETTER. 



To the Readers: 

We have been asking ourselves how we might come into 
closer touch with our readers. Perhaps we should first ask : Is 
there any bond of connection? And if such bond exists, how 
may it be strengthened ? There would be the third question : 
What is to be gained by strengthening it ? 

Is there any bond of connection between us ? We, of course, 
must answer this question from our point of view, while you will 
answer it from yours. There must exist a common sympathy, or 
why should we work thus together ? This sympathy does not 
depend upon a common belief, for it is perfectly certain that in 
many important questions of religious thought we, the editors, 
differ from each other and from the readers, as much as the 
readers themselves differ from each other. It is true that some 
of those who have been readers of the World longest are at 
the same time those who criticise the editors most unsparingly 
The time has passed when an intelligent man subscribes for a 
journal simply because it expresses thoughts with which he at 
all times is in sympathy. It is probable that the five thousand 
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readers of The Biblical World form a constituency which rep- 
resents as many different phases of opinion on any given subject 
as are represented by any other similar number of intelligent men 
and women. This bond, therefore, must be something deeper and 
higher than a common theological position. Is it not to be found 
in the desire to know more and make more in life and in thought 
of the Scriptures ? We may teach the biblical writings from dif- 
ferent points of view, but we agree in the proposition that to know 
the Scriptures better is to know God better, and therefore to be 
able to live better ; and that to make the study of the Scriptures 
more widely prevalent, to bring those who have only an imperfect 
knowledge to a better conception of their life-giving strength, is 
to do the best work possible in the interests of humanity. If 
this is our common purpose, and if we join together in the deeper 
study of the Word to accomplish this purpose, surely a bond 
unites us, though we may be widely separated — a bond the 
possibilities of which no man can estimate. 

But now, may we ask the question : How can this bond, how- 
ever strong already, be made still stronger ? How may we unite 
our efforts to accomplish most successfully the thing we have in 
view ? If an ignorant conception of the Bible, or an erroneous 
conception of it, will, nevertheless, be of service to many who 
desire help and light, surely the right conception, the more per- 
fect conception, will assist a larger number to receive the rewards 
which this knowledge confers. Do we, who believe profoundly 
in these sacred oracles, realize that our neighbors on every side of 
us have no sympathy with our belief ? Do we appreciate the fact 
that not one man really believes in the power of these Scriptures 
for good, where ten men disbelieve and a hundred are indifferent ? 
Have we ever honestly asked ourselves why the Bible, intended 
for good only, should be actually rejected by those who perhaps 
most need that good ? This, it seems to us, is the gravest question 
which today a Christian can consider. What can we do to 
enthrone the Bible as it ought to be enthroned ? It seems to 
us, therefore, that this bond of union which already exists will 
be made stronger, if we face honestly and sincerely the situation 
that confronts us, and arm ourselves to secure by all legitimate 
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methods the attention of every intelligent man, and his accept- 
ance, if possible, of the supreme position which the Bible 
deserves to occupy in men's lives and thoughts. Is this very 
vague and indefinite ? Perhaps it may be so regarded. We 
suggest, at all events, that the point deserves your consideration 
as well as ours, and that the consideration of this specific sug- 
gestion may in itself accomplish something toward the end pro- 
posed. This is, in part, what we have had in mind. On this 
point you will surely stand with us. 

Is it worth our while now to ask the third question : What is 
to be gained by strengthening this bond? And yet to ask this 
question is to answer it. If we have in our hearts a common 
cause, the more closely we unite in the prosecution of it, the 
more surely is it to be accomplished. The one thing needful in 
these days is concentration of effort. The curse of humanity, 
at least in this generation, is lack of unity in thought and act. 
If only we could work together, no matter what minor differences 
exist in reference to our beliefs, the time would come much sooner 
when the power of God throughout the world would receive just 
recognition. Is it not true that if only we could unite in this or 
that effort, throwing into it our whole and undivided strength, 
our lives and the lives of others would be revolutionized ? The 
whole matter, then, in a word, is this : a supreme purpose ; an 
understanding of that purpose ; a supreme effort to attain the 
end proposed. The association of those who will to work 
together is the first and foremost step to be taken. Will you 
think over this ? Does it not deserve your thought ? 

We are enjoying the good fortune of having with us at this 
time a man whose name has been associated with Old Testament 
work in several fields. It would, indeed, be strange if a modern 
Bible student were not familiar with that wonderful piece of bib- 
lical learning, The Historical Geography of the Holy Land, or with 
The Book of Isaiah (2 vols.), and The Book of the Twelve Prophets 
Called the Minor Prophets (2 vols.), furnished in the series of the 
" Expositor's Bible." We feel very greatly the stimulus of the 
presence of George Adam Smith. It is, indeed, a privilege to 
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be in touch with him daily for a period of six weeks. He rep- 
resents what is most greatly needed just at this moment in 
American religious and theological thought, the ideal combina- 
tion of scholarship and genuine piety. When the Christian 
world in America learns, what has already been learned in Scot- 
land, that men of widely different views may work together with 
perfect satisfaction side by side, a great step forward will have 
been taken. We wish that every reader of The Biblical World 
could feel the uplifting influence of this man who, though still 
a young man, has left his mark on the preaching and the Chris- 
tian teaching of the English-speaking world. 

In this connection we desire to inform our readers of the 
serious illness of one from whose pen many articles have 
appeared in The Biblical World these last few years. Profes- 
sor Bruce, the colleague of George Adam Smith, to whom Bible 
students and ministers the world over are so greatly indebted, is 
suffering from a dangerous disease. His friends hope that he 
may yet be spared to do great service, but there is ground for 
grave apprehension on the part of all who know and love him. 1 

We have asked ourselves what single book in connection 
with the Old or New Testament has recently appeared which we 
could recommend without hesitation to every reader of The 
Biblical World. The question is, of course, a difficult one 
to answer. The book must be one of general rather than special 
character. We agree, however, in the opinion that The Theology 
of the New Testament? by Professor George B. Stevens, Ph.D., 
D.D., of Yale University, would prove to be a source of knowl- 
edge and inspiration to every reader. Will you accept our 
advice, and tell us afterward whether or not our judgment on 

this point is correct ? 

The Editors. 

1 Since the above statement was put in type, word has been received of Professor 
Brace's death. 

'Published by Messrs. Chas. Scribner's Sons, New York, 1899 (pp. xvi + 617, 
#2-50 net), in the " International Theological Library" series. 



